
 
  

 Meeting held on Monday 18th February January 2008  
at the King’s Hall Conference Centre, Balmoral 

 
 Chair:  Nicky Bell 
 
 Present:  As listed in the attendance book. 

 
 Apols:  Hugo McClenaghan  Retired member 
   Barry Magee   Safety Lift 
   Mike Keating   Belfast City Council 
   Geoff Gillan   University of Ulster 
   Geoff Martin   H & J Martin     
  
 
 1. Chair’s welcome 
  

Nicky Bell occupying the chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. She explained that it would 
be in two parts. The first presentation would be by Kevin Howlette of BHB on electronic 
tagging and the second would be by David Cooke and Heather McKinstry giving an update on 
this year’s Safety Awards. 
 
The Chair asked for mobile phones to be switched off and went through the emergency 
procedures. 
 
When asked, two visitors made themselves known as Simon Webber from Translink and 
Jonathan Lancaster from Guardian 24 and the Chair welcomed them to the meeting. 

    
2. Minutes and matters arising 
 

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes and these were proposed by Ken 
Blair and seconded by Kevin Howlette. 

 
 3. Up and coming events 
 

 There were two dates for diaries. March 7th sees the Annual Safety Quiz and the Chair 
asked any member who had not entered a team but wished to do so to see the Secretary or 
a committee member. Secondly 10th March is the REACH seminar and the audience was 
reminded that this was geared towards outlining organisations’ obligations under REACH, 
namely that if they used chemicals they had an obligation and she recommended members 
who had not already booked to do so.  
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 4. Presentation 
  
 The Chairman introduced Kevin Howlette from BHB. 
 

Kevin began his presentation by outlining who BHB were. He explained that they were 
heavily involved in IT in both the Middle East and now India. In the Middle East their 
technology partner was Lockheed and he went on to say that he was proud of a small 
NI company of 15 people being partnered with such a world wide multi national 
corporation. 
 
The technology that BHB work with put simply is Radio Frequency Identification 
Tagging. The issue which began the company’s journey into this market was how do 
you track and monitor people. BHB were asked to provide a training solution. This in 
itself would seem a simple enough task until you throw into the mix that it is for 83,000 
people at one time. These huge scales were common in the Middle East with major 
construction projects going on. Kevin gave an example to illustrate this by showing the 
scale of downtime on an operation of this size.  
 
The solution to these types of problems is in RFIT. Kevin explained the technology had 
been around for some 50 years. It began with such programmes as tracking for 
movements in nature. Nowadays it is so common manufacturers make tracking devices 
as throwaway items. 
 
As the technology developed so did its uses and it is now quite common in a diverse 
range of spheres from the Olympic Triathlon through to companies using it for logistics, 
where packages are tagged. 
 
Kevin then showed some samples and following this gave the audience an indication of 
the size of the issues in the Middle East with, as stated, 83,000 people turning up on 
site per day and also 33,000 vehicles.  
 
Bar coding although similar isn’t the solution as it involves a physical swipe. Active tags 
can be used but they require a power source, whereas passive tags don’t and can last 
for years.  
 
Kevin then demonstrated how the tags developed by BHB are read in milliseconds and 
why they are suited to large numbers. On a site, the system works through antennas 
and the encoder will read the data. This alleviates the need for a physical check. The 
system was demonstrated in pictures and he showed how a bus containing workers 
could be checked going onto site without the need for a physical count of workers. 
 
Having shown the system working in practice Kevin outlined the potential future uses. 
These included training, managing people at height, managing people in buildings, 
asset tracking and goods in transit/storage. 
 
At the end of his presentation Kevin took questions from the floor and following this the 
audience showed their appreciation in the normal manner. 
 
The Chair then introduced Heather McKinstry and David Cooke and indicated they were 
going to talk about the up and coming Safety Awards. She also welcomed Pierce 
Martin,  CEO of  NISO and Tom Costello from National Standards Authority of Ireland. 
 
Heather McKinstry began by welcoming the guests in the audience and indicated that 
she hoped they were possible new entrants. Both Heather and David had been involved 



in the Awards for over 5 years and she indicated that their talk would be on how to 
improve award entries. As with previous years the most important thing in entering is 
not to give the judges what an organisation has but the give the judges what they are 
asking for.  

 
David Cooke then went on to list the benefits of winning an award. 
 
The bulk of the presentation centred on the submission headings, what was asked for 
and the best way to fulfil these.  This was followed by hints on how to complete a 
submission, points to take into consideration when preparing and common omissions.  
 
David then touched on the new Gold Standard assessment, what it entailed and how a 
organisation gets the opportunity to enter this. To further clarify this he outlined the 
Award entries eligible for NI companies and showed how this linked into the gold 
standard. At the end there was a lively question and answer session. Pierce Martin led 
by indicating how he was pleased that the insurance industry in the South backed the 
way the Awards were going. Heather McKinstry said that although not as far advanced 
she hoped NISG could open links with the insurance industry in the North. Nicola Ward 
expressed her concern that the Awards do not take recognition of ISO 18001 and 
Pierce Martin responded to this by saying that as part of an evolving process this should 
be investigated. 
 
Nicola Ward then offered new entrants the opportunity to let them see last year’s entry.  
 
To conclude the meeting Nicky Bell thanked Heather and David and as there was no 
other  business   she announced the next meeting being 10th March – the REACH 
seminar. 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



